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PROSPECTUS 


A NEW MISCELLANY, 


TO BE ENTITLED THE 


MONTHLY MAGAZINE: 


on, 


BRTTH REGISTER. 


CONTAINING 


An Impartial and Comprehenſive Record of Occurrences, 
Foreign and Domeſtic; | 
And an Hiſtorical View of LirERATURE } 


wITH 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS on Miſcellaneous 
Subjects, Practical and Speculative, 


[ Under the Direction of eminent Literary Characters. ] 


AX 


PRICE ONE SHILLING. 
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THE declared opinion of many judicious and liberal perd 
ſons reſpecting the defects of the moſt popular of the periodi- 
cal Miſcellanies of the preſent day, will, it is preſumed, ren- 
der it unneceſſary to do more in order to engage the attention 
of the Public towards a new one, than ſimply to ſtate the 
grounds upon which it may afford the expectation of a 
SUPERIORITY in plan and execution. 

The 
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The views with which the Publication bere propeſed 19 
undertaken, may be divided into general and part;cular. The 
GENERAL Purpoſe is to forward the progreſs of mental im- 
provement upon the moſt liberal and unſhackled plan. Its 
Conductors, enliſted in the ſupport of no ſyſtem of anthor.ty 
which can infuſe a jealouſy of the ſpread of light and know- 
1 dge from any quarter whatſoever; and, as they hope, ſuth- 
ciently exerciſed in the habits of free enquiry to be emancie 
pated from bigotry and prejudice, can venture to promiſe that 
impartial attention to the ſuggeſtions of others, and that fair 
and candid repreſentation of tte facts and opinions cominy 
under their notice, which are eſſential to the promotion of 
truth. If there be any party peculiarly devoted to the ad- 
vancement,of mankind in uſeful knowledge and the genuine 
principles of reaſon and liberty, to that party they profeſs to 
belong; as to all inferior deſignations, they diſclaim them. 

The particular objects intended to be purſued in this Work, 
will be underſtood from a ſketch of its plan and diſtribution 
— This will primarily reſolve itſelf into two parts, the Corre- 

ſponding or Miſcellaneous, and the Periodical and Permanent De- 
pirtments. With reſpect to the firſt, ſuch have been and will 
be the connections eſtabliſhed throughout the kingdom with 
perſons diſtinguiſhed for talents and information of every 
kind, that intereſting communications may be expected or all 
topics of PRACTICAL and SprcuLATIVE ScleNCe, of Mo- 
RALs, PHILOSOPHY, and CriTicisM; of Commarnciar, M- 
CHANICAL, and AGrICULTURAL IMPROVEMENT ; of His- 
Tory and BroGrAPHrY, and, in ſhort, of every ſubject calcu- 
lated for diſcuſſion or ex-Janation, within the limits and in 
the mode appropriated to a Miſcellany of this kind. It need 
{carcely be added, that this part will be open to the voluntary 
contributions of the liberal and ingenious of all claſſes and 
profeſſions, though they may not have been expreſsly ſolicited 

for their favours. h 

Of the permanent Department, a copious diviſion will be at. 
lotted to a record of the times, giving a detailed view of all po- 
litical occurrences, domeſtic and foreign, illuſtrated by au- 
fhentic documents ef every king, parliamentary debates, bills, 
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public and private, intereſting deciſions in law, ſtate· paper, 
treaties, &c.—Alſo of remarkable incidents and events, natu- 
ral and civil, in all parts of the globe ;—in ſhort, of all the 
materials of genuine hiſtory. An intereſting ſubdiviſion un- 
der this head, will be the Zome/tic 3i/tory of Great Britain, com- 
priſing all the minuter events throughout its ſeveral diſtricts, 
ſuch as regiſters of mortality and population, new projets 
and improvements, a monthly reviey of the Da ama, Mu- 
Nick, and the Ars, the ſtate of trade, manufactures, and 
AGRICULTURE, prices at markets, and the like; the whole 
compiled from provincial papers and reſpectable correſpond- 
ence, with more care and attention than have hitherto ever 
been beſtowed on thoſe really important ſubjects. 

The ſtudy of the Axrraptriks of this country, has by 
many of our cotemporaries been conducted in ſuch a trivial 
manner, as to throw. ridicule upon what might be rendered 
truly reſpectable. We ſhall certainly not fill our pages with 
dull epitaphz upon perſons never heard of in their lives, long 
liſts of ſucceſſors in petty offices, civil and eccleſiaſtical, in 
ſhort, with the infinite detail of things which acquire all their 
conſequence from being the “ tales of other times.“ But we 
ſhall receive with pleaſure, and infer: with diſtinction, all 
notices of hiſtorical records, or remains of antiquity, which 
may afford an inſight into the more important tranſactions, 
the manners, cuſtoms, and characters, of our anceſtors. Let- 
ters of diſtinguiſbed perſonages, and biographical and literary 
anecdotes of paſt ages, will always be highly valued by us, and 
our exertions will not be wanting to obtain them. 

Another of the leading diviſions will be a Hisroxy oF 
LitErATURE, in which, without trenching upon the prop v 
buſineſs of the profeſſed literary journals, the object will be to 
give an hiſtorical view of every new and original fact or opi- 
nion offered to the world in the wide extended republic of 
letters, as diffuſed over all the civilized parts of Europe and 
America. Curious or entertaining Extracts will be occaſion- 
al'y given from foreign and domeſtic publications, and, on the 
whole, this branch will be calculated to ſerve the purpoſe of 


an epitome of general literature, and to afford a taſte and reliſh 
of 
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of whatever it yields moſt valuable and agreeable. A liſt of 
queries and defiderata will be occaſionally added, to excite the 
pirit of reſearch and inquiry towards neglected objects that 
may ſeem worthy of farther notice. 

It will be neceſſary to ſay ſomething reſpecting copper- 
Plates, The rapid advancement which the graphic arts have 
experienced during the preſent reign, has naturally, with a 
better judgment, given a more faſtidious taſte in ornamental 
engravings; and we believe that all the exertions of the 
monthly miſcellanies to obtain credit and applauſe from this 
ſoui ce, fail in their effect with all well-informed perſons. We 
ſhall think the heavy expence incurred by this object much 
better beſtowed in proper premiums for enriching the literary 
part of our Work, by the labours of men of genius. We 
mean, therefore, to inſert no plates but ſuch as are merely 
illufrative of ſcientific or mechanical deſcriptions, or which 
contain maps, charts, or plans of real utility to the ſubjects 
treated of. And we confide in the good ſenſe of the public; 
to juſtify us in this ſacrifice of the eye to the underſtanding. 

With reſpect to paper, print, and the other eſſentials to a 
reader's pleaſure and comfort, we ſhall take care not to be 
behind-hand with the improved taſte and execution of the age; 
and we cheerfully commit our whole undertaking to thecandid 
judgment of a public, rarely deciding wrong on the merit o 
what is offered to its patronage, or ſuffering what it has ho« 
noured with its approbation, to ſink for want of eacourage- 
ment, 


CoMMUNICATIONS, Sc. are received by 
Mr. Jonuxnson, BookSELLER, ST. Paul's 
CHURCH-YARD, LoNDoON ; and, as the Firſt 
Number will be publiſhed on the FIRST of 
Marcn, mediate communications { poſt paid 
will be eſteemed a very particular favour by the 


Proprietor and Conduttors. 


Sold by all the Bookſellers and Newſcarriers in Great- 


Britain and Ireland. 
Lox ox, January 18, 1796. 


